
SHOULD REFORM
THE OLD SYSTEM

Able Argument by Ex-Scnator Watts
as to Taxation,

VIRGINIA BEHIND OTHER STATES

I'no" Aproiiitnieiit ol aConimission to

luvcsti^atc antl Keport.Cointno::-
wealth Does Not Loolc Closi-ly i
Et-ough loCollcclioii orMonics
_

Tho qucstion ol tlie appointment of a

.
tax commission is attracling a great deal

of attention in the Legisiature.
When the Pilcher bill was up .hefore

v.rie ol tlie llo_sc committees Friday,
Hon. J. Allan Watts, a former Senator

Irom Koanoke, appearcd in bchalf of thc

measure. What ho li:.d lo say was lis-

tcned to wim close attention. His re¬

marks were as follows:
I wish at the outset to state that I

represeut uo one except myself. and pos-

sibly my friend. Mr. Pilcher. and lhat
my intciv.-t in this matter is due sole.y
lo my desire lo see Uie laws of the State
put in a form just 10 myself and other
tax-payers. There is no other depart¬
ment where lcgislation is so inexact and
nnscieutiiic as it is in regard to taxa¬
tion. Tli5s ls due in a largo measurp to

very apparent causes.
Before the civil war this country was

nearly entirely a farniing communily;
ihe conditions surruunding government
were siniple, and tlie laws for taxation
ndopted at that peiiod were not eompli-
caicd, and at tlie time were reasonable.
fair and just and cquitable. These con¬

ditions have nearly rnlire'.y changed. The
growth of the country has been brought
about largclv by corporate effort. and its
'wealth -large'y incivas.-d in manufac-
turing and iransportation corporations.
ln proor of this I may state, that during

« the liscal year of the corporation de-
jiartment o'f the State of New Jersey,
which ended September 23, 1S39, two
thousand corporations were chartered
und authorized to issue capital stock to
the amount of three nnd a half billions
of doilars. Fifteen thousand trusts, com-
binations and other corporations are to-

day optrating under the iaws of Xew
Jersey, and by the incorporation of these
ihe State has legalized the issuing of
stocks ag-grcgating upward of eight bil-
li"ii doliars. These amotmts sum up a

total greater than all the gold and siiver
nioucy in the whole world. Givat aggre- j
gations of capital are utilized in tele-
graph. telephone and express companies. j
as well as ln railroad companies. Fran- j
chises worth their mlllions are owned ln j
ihe great cilit-s. and while there has been j
this evolution in eeoromic and iiscal niat-
icrs, there has bef-n practically no scien-
litic effort in many of the States to meet j
the changtd conditions. This is due in
.pp.rt to the fact that the country has been
no much engaged in consldering national
'jucstions that State questions have been
re'.egated to an unfortuuate obscurity.
and in part to the fact that to meet Uies..
conditions, requlres scientiiic investlga¬
tion, thought and rcscarch into economi-
i-al questions. that the ordinary session
of the Legislature does not permil.. and
which is impossible in the hurry of the
session's work.

LX OTHER STATES.
In somo of the States -where this state

of affairjs 3ias brought about" confusiou
on account of their -wea'tli and needs for
money, efforts lvave been niade lo scien-
tilically arrange the tax laws, and very
valuable .reports h-ve been made by Tax
Comraisslor-.s in Pennsylvania. Ohio, and
"Massac-hus'-tts. and Xew Tork is engaged
in this -work at present. In our State.
maitters have reached a point where.
something should bo done. as at ^present
the.laws are unfair. inequitabl-- and un-

just. The four largest sources of reve-
nue. according to the last report of the
Auultor. are: iict-nses. £'J37.711.22; personal
property for 1S0\ ^Z'^AbO.^r, raiiroads,
SiSLTUUK*. and rep.I t-stute for 3Sf<^, $1,016,-
S5S.00. ln other words. of corporations. the
corporation -which dots -most for thc- de¬
velopment of the State, in opening up its j
resources. iu affording uccess to r:lie mar- j
ket for its ,-products. and giving a mean*

'

of intercourse ior its people; and of in- j
dTV'dua.ls. tho ownrrs of farms, and of i
homes and other real estate, -which make" 1
its owners the best citizens. are th.- hi;rb- )
t-r't tax'-d. As a result. the demand for |
i-eform is heard from every farmer, home- i
i.wner, and owner of rcal estate, from
one end of tho Coninionweallh to tho
other. I believe that a tax coinmossion.
properly constituted, can rclieve much
of this complaint.
The present >tax laws of Virginia are.

opi-n to many eritic-isms:
(a) Double taxation, although prohibitcd

by the Coiibtitution. ls, in practice, car¬
ried on. Thc farm and Uie mortgage
upon it are tax-ed; the stock and the value
il represents are taxr-d; the house and the
notes given for deferred payments aro
tuxed. This sur-ely is a lhardship, and
a hardihip upon a class of people lhat are
l"ast a-^e to btrar at, and most need re¬

lief, for it hits hardest those who are

invesang their money in farms aud in
homes in the State of Virginia.

L'XEQUAL ASSESSMEXTS.
tb) Just complaint is being made to-

day throughout the State a.bout unequal
assessments, and therefore unequal bur-
dens being borne by the people for the
f--ui.-port of thc government. The assess-
.mc-nt of personal property is practically
made by the owner of thc personal prop-
».-riy; the assessor, certainly in nine cases
nux oi ten, in jny section, taking the val-
iiatjon of t'hp owner of the property, and
adopting it as his own, which ;diows u
man -with an easy conscience to escape
taxes on personal property. while his
neighbor. -with a more rirrid notion of
rijrht and -wrong, bears the burden. Un¬
der our law, in regard to the assessment
:»f real estate,' there can be no etiuality
or juKtice. The asseBsors ln eatli county
act for lhat county and ahat county
alone, and in <practice. thtlr workls un-
rcvlewed, except occasionally to reduce
tie assessment on the complaint of a
land-owner. Il' any oue will take 4he
taljles furnished in the lirst annual report
of tlie Bureau of Labor of Virginia, be
.will bc aStonished at the different assess-
ir.ents per «cre of land throughout the
State. An assessor ln one county. good-
TtflSTired and desirous of pleasing his
neighbors. places the value extrernely
low: in the r;ext county the assessor places
values on land, of exa^tly the same value,
<at rwlce Uie figrure. Thle is a crj'iug <n-Il,
and is recognized generally throughout
Uie State.

<c) langi-ile and v'Flble j*ropert>',
Tv-hetlier T-et sonal or real. is ordinarlly ac-

. .sc-:sed' and tax<?d at some tiguro, while
'ntanglb"« tir.d invisible ivroperiy, If held
!>y a._raan desirous of evading-, tl:e law,
and unfortonate'y there are many of
these, ls p-racticn'ly not ass*>s5ed at all.
The worki.yj anan with a litiU> Jiomc, a
few pieces of furnlture, a cow asd'ixcr-

". ht'flju a pls Pays taxen, on oll of lt; his
'" neighbor draw-lng an Income fr«m fitocks

and Iwnds. by evasion or dnplicJty avolds
ihe payment of taxes. cr'H his weakh ls
Jicld in sr.nw; valuable franclil.se he ls
<«atlc^ «.pon lo i>ay no tax. This, while

¦:;:4a» 3n some ancasure to thc law not reach-
'i;"NiUiJ-.. air tornvs of! lntangible property. ls
i¦'* in ;a'larp« uwasure due to trc inadequacy
V^jof the iuitrs for tho coHectl^h of taxes.
S'l-;.-'r-. 3<p ."paJOiPESR ,snipa2RvisioiN**.
'Slp-<0S, '3ntii. «orap*aJnt is xha&e of our laws'
£'5%Kit"iw* 1uia«%o %w<*i>errtBUper>d«bn over

$£Mt0mi>ney.: «»lns*':io,'-l3id:^Stal«.- -Every.

Beautiful Woman and a
Handsome Horseappealto every
Southerner's Heart. .

BoUi are better for the use ol, and may be
kept Irec lrom illness, by

Sloan'sliiiiRieiit!
This Linimnt is tlie best antiseptlc known.

It positlrcly Uills disease gcrms. It cures

Rheumatism, Crsmp and Coiic Uscdgcn-
cndly inthc stahle with j^ood results, where
other linhnents fail. In the family in prefer¬
ence to anv known linimcnt on the marKct,
ortemally br internally. Every bottle is war-
ranlcd- Family size, =; cents.

Horse sisc, 50 cents and $ijo. "

dues: the -State has no such oiiicer. As a

eoiisetjueno?, there is 110 adequate means

of knowing whether lines imposed l;y
magistrates or by courts, fees, tax 011

notarial seals, or the amounts due from
ihe oflicts of the various clerks in tlie
State sire properly accounted for.

3ii addition to there criiicisms it can be
said, generaily, that there are many

siiecies of property in -the State that to-

day practically eseape laxatlon, aitnougn
inllilitely more valuable than what is iax-
cd heavilv. often. because such properly ls
noL reached by the law*. 3 am lirniiy
cenvinced. that, without increasinsr" the

bi:i-d.-iis imjustly, but by distrlbuting tne

burdens *?quitab!y, tlie tax upon real es-

ta.to can. in a large measure, be done

away witli for State purposes and that
that tax can be levled for tho use of
cvumies and municipal'tics. I am not a.t-

tunpting in this to discuss what should
be adopted and what hhould not be, be¬
cause that is the main purpose of a tax
commission. What one State can afford
to adopt, another State cannot. Xew
York can afford to put taxes upon variou--
forms of business that would drive them
out and keep iliein out ol" Virginia. Xew
York ean afford to tax nauchises: it is

.1 qi;.?stiun open \'<j investigation. whclhor
Virginia can. Tiie object of a tax com¬

mission is to ascertain iu wha: resr-ects
the laws can be changed aft'.-r full hearin.-;
and consideration of all of ihe plans sus-

.-isted and the objeMinji^ ther.eto by the

Parsons thietty interested. 3 wlll, how¬
ever, throw out. a few suggestions. "Ot

as recommendations. but simply as idia-.»
ihat might m.?et with consideration an.i
go somewhat towards rclieving real estate
of its burdens.

(e) Want of a law rcquirincr all agents
of the «=tate who handle State funds x.

he bonded in a bond guarantce company.
This would savo the State thousands oi
dollars. as it would instire the State re.

<--c!vii:ff all its du»"s.
-MORTGAGES. ACRXOWLED^l BXTS.

BELEAcES.
First.The State of Xew York to day

has a commission at work. and 011 p of ihe

p-oposals that tlicy have to lay before the

Lti'lsiature is to abolish State laxatioi:
on real estate and to su-pply its place by
a tax upon mortgages and of the capitiil
stock of trust companies. real estate to

be subject to tasation -only for local pur¬
poses. Tt is estimated that this tax upon

mortgages alone will supply the plate o:

taxntion upon real estate. althoush the

proposal eontcmplates a very large redue-
lion of the present tax upon mortgages.
th.- tax at present r.ot being- closely <oj

k-cted. I would in addition to this suggesi
to ihe consideration of a tax eommissloi:.
a small tax upon ail acknowledgments !.¦

deeds or other papers ar.d uonn relc-ases.

V.' three of th?se taxes, murtga'-jep. ve-

lea-es and acknowledgments are easily
< ..!li cted, and if the tax is low would be n<>

serious burden ar.d would amount^ to a

vr-rv large sum in tlv agg-ega'-e. We tax

nlreadv ai-knowlcdgmenls with a seal. and
theve is 110 reason why acknowledgments
without a se.il should not bear a. smaJl
amount of :;'.x. An examination of ihe

rerords of th.- clerk's office would practi¬
cally give the d;.la for the collection of

this tax. and its simplioity oi collection
would bc l.irgc-ly in its favor.
The proposed tax 011 mortgagts in Xe\.-

York is live mills. about one-liflh of .the
tax now- impused. At piv-seiit, althoush
laxed THMer ihe law. only about o per < ent.
of mtTlg.ig-.-s pay trioute.

AS TO CM1XEP.AI-S.
Second.A low but etuiitabie tax upon

rcir..'.-rals and other things taken from the

ground. other than those raised from tno

soil. -Such a tax should be based upon
the value of the mineral, and by taking
the weights of transportation companies.
.the output of furnaces and other manu¬

facturing p'ants using -tbe materiai, tho
tons could bc- ascerta'ne-d with reasonable
fncilitv and the tax would yield a large
amount without being a burden upon any-
oi:e, and I believe would be more satis-
factory if froperly and c-tiuitably adjusted,
than the present Inequitable method of

ta'xlnjr mineral lands and the output. How
unjust this is was pointed out by a report
of the committee of the Senate six y«irs

ajro. to which 3 respectfully call the atten¬
tion of this committee.
Third.Income tax. We have at presen:

an income tax. Through the language of
the law this itax. does not at present
reach a larpe part of our population, al¬
though their income far cxcficds PW>. 1*¥-
isiatcrs and tax cullcctors have found ii

impossible to lesislatc men honest or

make them honest in tho payment of
their tax-«. and this tax is one of Uie

hardest to collect. lt is a tax, however,
that is more just than nearly any other
t.ix that can be imposed. and that there
are means of havinjr it paid is shown by
the success of this tax in England and in

the United States durinpr the war. A large
part of this tax can and should be col¬
lected through the agency of the corpora¬
tions and business concems who pay divi-
donds and salaries, ar.d a law so amended
as to make tliis available would, in my

opinion, reacli many who never think of

paying such a tax under tho present exist-
in" circumstances. In 3SG5 nearly forty
ver cent. of the total collections from
tl-e income tax were returned in this way
from the carning-s of banks, canals. rail-
rond« and turnpike companies and Federal
cniuloves. This tax reache.s thousands of

persons, if properly collected, who now

esc-M*; iaxation. ;«id would Tcllc-ve real

estate o' a part of its burdens pnd should
be wrlcomed bv all men desirous of bear¬
ing the'r just proportion ef the burdens of
eovemmp~t.

THE EKG3L.1SH RTTLE.
Fonrth.Taxjjrtlon of Tnheritance and

BequestB. "In England wliere the ten-
denev for fifty years has been steadlly
away frcm the taxatlon of real estate to
the taxatlon of Income. and where the
cpnsciotis aim of leglslatlon has been the
relief of the mlddle and lower classes, the
income tax and death duties have beenv
more wldely extended. than ln any other
country,' and tmder their law and admin-
istrat!oh_ these taxes have ylelded larye
lneomes to the. State.
.Wftli."Rallroads and Oflier Carrlera.

Under this head I class express compa¬
nies, telegraph companies. telephone ;com-
panles,' sleeplng-car companies and Idn-
dred corporations. As I stated ln the "be¬
ginning, the rallroads ln this State pay
a tax out ot all proportiori -to the tax
collected irom other corporations. "Whether
this tax should be -Increased pr decreaeed,
end .whether: the,»«therJ taxes "are .-siafll-:'
clPnV-»d^-;T--;iBm"!not.;"herevtdT"diMu^/>tb.!it'-.;
4b*"; <all tiiev'i)^i^6n.V,pr"l'ttoyi<Bommttte*:^
i£al"^?>;il^?^,tft£P^^

;ion as'an entirety, based on. the value-
of its franchises, Its stocks and its bonds.
This mode of taxation has been adopted
ln a number of States, ..New York. In-
diana, Massachuselts and Kentucky, have
all' followed this method of taxation,' and
Its .working3 -can- he very -well seen from
tlie lijrures given ln the dissenting. opin¬
ion of Mr. Justice White, ln the case of
Adams Express Compaiiy vs. Ohio State
Anditor, 105 L'nited States* Reports.
The. total State tax of express ccm-

uanies as per last Auditor's report in
Virginia was $1,247.20, nnd telegraph and
telephone companies, J12.04S.4S,

ASSESSMENT FOR 1S93.
Value as /Value as-
returned sessed by
and as al- State

ASSE3SMEXT FOR 1S01.
Adams Express Co... J4U02.G0 ?.>f3,r>09.00
American Ex. Co. 21,793.00 446,142.00
U. S. Express Co. 20,333.00 451,348.03

ASSESSMEXT FOR 1S93.
Adams Express Co... $42,005.00 J533.0a"".S0
American Ex. Co. 23,430.00 450.373.i'3
V: S. Express Co.... 2S.43S.C0 ¦!£:S,2->».70

It will be seen there, that under this
method in 1S95, the assessment of Adams
Express Company, .based upon the value
of its personality in the State of Ohio,
was $42,035.00," but that under the "Unit
Rule of Valuation," it was J*533.0rr,.00. and
that the other express companies, tele¬
phone and telegraph companies were cor-
respondingly Incrrased. In Pennsylvania
the law is somewhat similar in regard
to sleeping-car companies, as will be seen
in the case of the Pullman Palace Car
Co. vs. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
141 V. S. Hot/ far it is ,wise or Just for
tTiis State to adopt these methods of tax¬
ation is not a question that I enre to dis¬
cuss a this time, nor do I think that
cuss at this time. nor do I think that
be adopted without malure consideration
and mature thought. For while it is im-
peratively demanded that the present
heavy burdens shall 'be Ifghtcned" that
are borne t>y real i-staie. the shifting of
this -burden must be nccomplished with
great care, lest it lead to greater evils;
and T believe that before any such thing
should be done, that a competent«and
able Tax Commission should pass upon
lt. *

STREET-CAR LTXES.
Sixth.Street Raslways. Gas. Wa'ter.

Electric Light and Telephone Companies.
The taxation of this class of property is
being changed in many States, Tt being
realizDd that the more value of Uieir
roadway, pipes or wires, i's not a fair
criterion in considering their true value.
Such companies. ,is a rule. occupy the
streets of cities with their plants, for lit¬
tle or no consideration. and their rea!
value is often in their franehises, and
tlie value of this by the value of their
own .stocks and bonds. It is not merely
the value of the material. but the en-
hanced value of that due to their fortu-

( nale location.
Tlie following figures are for ihe year

PiS at Cleveland, Ohio:
Assessment
For Taxa- Real

tion. Value.
Two Olevc-laiid street
radways.J1.7P3.7S0 JllUM.OeO

Two Cinc'nnuU street
railways. W3.0W W.WWi

One columbus street
railway. ¦U''.'W0 4.SIB.U0'
'i-ev-'ntli.I will not dwell upon tho

lictnse tax upon the sale of liquor and
:he lioensc-s.urion business, etc. because T
believe that they' are r-asonably covered
bv our Inws.

OYSTERS AXD FISI-IERIES.
The question of the taxation of oyster.-:

and kindred indnstries on the seaboard
has been a fruitful source of discussion.
lt is believed by those who have looked
into the question that without imposing
tmreasor.able or excessive burdens. that
a large increase could be made to th"
iwemies of the Stare. Tt has proved
inipossible to .aqjust these questions sat-

isfactorily to the seaboard on the one

sidi. 4tnd" the Piedmont and Mountain
people on the other side. A tax com-

.n!.-'.siou could. .after hearing evidi-m-.'
and investigating tho whole question, it
is. believed. adjust the matter.
In conclusion, I desire to say that I do

not champion or advocate- any of the
methods that I have mentioned. I be¬
lieve lhat the adaptibility of these
mo-tiiods of taxation to Virginia must be
considered very impartially after a full
and just hearing. but I do believe that
some remedy must be had. The taxa¬
tion ui.on personal property at present
is an absurdity; th" taxation upon real
.state is more than it should bear. Tho
value of land has decreased as the value
of its products has dc-creased. yet ex-

.ftii#rs of government have to be kept up.
iit'd in a large measure Ihe- assessed
values have remalned the same or in-<
ci^ased.

I believe that with a seic-ntific adjust-
uu-nt of taxes in Virginia that the bur-

i dens- upon real estate could 3ti whole, or

certainly in a large part. be removed
without putting unjust burdens upon
iother interests. certainly not burdens
equal in proportlon to the burdens borne
b\ the owner of real estate to-day.

R0BBERS IN FULTON,
liomc of Mr. Jordnn Entered nnd

KniisackcC.Other Xews.
The home of 31 r. Ottowa Jordan, at Xo.

702 Louisiana street, Fulton, was ransack-
eu by thieves on Friday night. They must

have been hungry, for they went for tho

paiitry and llterally cleaned lt out. It is
a remarkable fact that tliough the famijy
were all iu Uie liouse, and though they
were not alarmed, as household artlcles
were scaU-ered about with the greatest
enfusion and everything rilled com¬

pletely.
Everything portablc and of any value

was taken. From thc way in whicli
things were scattcred about, the robbers
made no effort to prevent their. being

i heard. This is the second or third at-

lempt made by robbers on this gentle-
man's residence: Only a short wnile
ago he was robbed ot' an exceilent lot
of poultry. Xo clue has as yet been ob^
tained to the perpetrators of tlie deed.
The people of Fulton sympathize with

the farhiiy of Mr. Powhatan Farrish, in
their great distressi caused by his death,
lt will be remembered thathls death was

caused by injuries received'; in'-' falling
frorri the trestle of which he'was watch-
man. He was a member Of the Denny-
Street Meibodls't church and a gentle-
nv-'n of most exceilent character.
The Rev. Cabell B. Hening will preach

thu momir-g at 11 A. M. on the sub¬

ject, "Enlarged TJsefulness." His sub¬

ject at T:i5 P. M. will be "Self-respect."
"What Will You Do About It?" will

be the subject of Rev. J. T. Routten's ser-

mon at Denny-Street church this
morning at 11 A. M. At 7:45 P. M.. he
will preach on "What Are You Looking
for?" Every one ls cordially. invited to
attend.
The Ladies' Auxiliary Society of Denny-

Street church will hold its weekly roeet-
Ing. at tlie home of Mrs.-XV. J. May?, bri
State street, Thursday "evenins at 3 P.

M. ':.'""¦'¦ ':~
Clarice. "thc youngest daughter of Rev.

Cabell B. .Hening, has been cut'te i'l
durlns the past few days. -She' ls novr

slichtly improved; ; i>--: ;

Captain Rogers' little dangh>or,"\Tonny,
ls better after her prolohged illiiess; ¦¦-¦'

The condition of Mrs. L. 13.-': Sariders,
sister of Mr. Janies T. Grubbs' has chang-.

ed for thc better..-V- ".''_-¦ '.'..¦".'¦ ..-.'
Mr. Coghlll, Xo: 4 Xichblsoh'street, who

ls suffering from a severe abscess. = has.'
been greatly benefltted by a rcceht'oper-;
atioh, performed by Dr. Barksdalp.'.¦¦¦' yy--
Aldcrman J. H. Lawder, wlib'has been'

suffering; from a sllght indlsposltlon5 dur-;
ing tho past few days, ls much, Improved.!
XMr- Otto Markham.,;bf 'Eenhyhstree^
wbA has been.slck. ls hetter.S\'fy?.:-fe-K/g;

In the business world can only be secured by trained men and women.

The Massey Business College, Mayo Buiiding, Richmond, VaM
prep-ires both sexes for practical work and always secures situations fpr graduates of the comp-iete courses.

rwi .a -KKtrhr >r(.ipnhnnP (Nptv 1733\ write.or cail. Corner Main ana Seventh Streets.

After having give'n theatre-goers a week
nf comedv and drama, "Manager Leath
turns the tide to big productions and
comic opera. "The Runaway Girl" is one

of the big Xew York successes, about
which so much has been Written, and the
Wilber-Kirwin Opera Company is one

of the standard opera compai'.Ies.. These
two companies will fiill out the entrfe
week.

Augustin Daly's famous musical com¬

panv, preE'rnting the popular meloilic suc¬

cess of London and Xew York last sea¬

son, entitled "A Runaway Girl," will
make its lirst and only appearanees at
the Academy of Music on "Monday and
Tuesday evenings and Tuesday matinee.
Like all the attraclions presented by

Mr. Daly from time to time, ihis one is
of a high order of merlt. lt is an Eng¬
lish produeilon in two acts. by Seymour
llieks and Harry Xiehois. the music by
Ivan Carvil and 3-iione! Moneton, and the
lyrics by Aubrey Hopwood aud Harry
Gret-nbanic. *i
With sucli an array of talent employed

in its construction. it ls small wonder
that it is crisp. bright aud sparkling in
its dialogue. tuneful and eatehy in its
music and brimful of pretty -songs and
choruses. The story tells of a young girl.
an orphan at school. whose guardians
have planned to marry her to their ne¬

phew. whom she has never seen. This
not being to her liking, she runs away
.nnd joins a. band of stroliing singers.
While with them she meets a young man

with whom she falls in love. and who
subsequently proves to be the very man

from whom she is running away to avoid
marryiiig. After a. series of advcniures,
her idcntity is diselosed, she deserts her
whilom eompanlons and all ends happily.
Among the musical niunbers witli which

the comedy abounds. "that which proves
to be the most popular is a march song,
entitled -Soldiers in the 1'ark," sung by
Miss May Baker ar.d large '-horns of
liftv. Otlier "songs are solos by Miss Cc-
Icsie, entitled "The Singing Girl" ana

"The Bcy tinessed Right the Yery First
Time." as well as "1 I-ove Society," by
Miss Lawrence.
Mr. James T. Powers is the chief fun-

maker in the role of Klipper, an English
jockey. whose efforts to palm himself off
as a guide to a party of tourists to places
of which he knows nothing, gets him into
a lot of trouble and amust's his auditors
highly. Incidentally he and Miss ltachel
Booth sing and dance gracefully, appear-
ing in tlie second act iu a piekaninny
-lant-e.
The compay is an exceedingly strong

one. including Mr. James T. Powers, a

comedian of rare merit; "Mr. Van Eennsa-
laer Wheeler, a young actor and a sing-
er; Marie C'elesle. a beautiful young so-

prano; Arthur Cunningham. the eminent
basso; Mae Baker. a graceful actress and
sweet singer; Rachel Booth, a winsome
soubrette, and maiiy others. surrounded
by one of the largest and best-drliled
choruses.

* .
.

The Wilber-Kirwin Opera Company
wlll begin a four-r.ight and three-niatinee
engagement on next Wednesday night.
"Said Pasha," lllchard Stahl's merry

ad tuneful cnera, will be tlie offering
Wednesday night. This opera is and wiil
doubtiess always be a favorite with Rich¬
mond audiences, and since its lirst pro¬
duction in this city some ten years ago,
there lias always been a large demand
for it again and again. As "Serena" the
Pasha's daughter, Miss 3-Jirwin, is at her
best'in comic opera.
This opera, with its Turkish costumes,

Oriental color, pleasing music, absurd
fun and the harem scene, in which the
girls are bewilderingly gowned in fantas-
tic garb, the stirring marches, interpo-
lated songs and the polite vaudeville, is
said to be most pleasing. The whole pro¬
duction sparkles with light and color, the
opera will be magnincently staged and

, costumed, and the clever work of Miss
ICirwin and her prineipa'.s, Clarence Har-
vey, E. A. Clarke.' 3Tarold Gordon, Chas.
A.' Fuller, Emmet Drew, George Mussy,
and the Misses Baxter- and Roberts, as

well as the we.H-trained chorus, wilr'pro-
vide an entertainment of a high order.
The opera will be changed nightly.

* At tlioBijou.
Since the opening of the Bijou, just a

year and a week ago, -Manager Wells
has introduced to the threatre-going pub¬
lic of"Kichmond some of the very best
attractions that vaudeville affords, but
he has never had the pleasure of pre¬

senting a bill that, from a high standard
point of view. compares with the ofTerins
for this weelt.
Among the features wlll be the one-act.

comedv "The Counsel for the Defense,"
presented by Mr. ar.d "Mrs. "William Rob-
yns, vaudeville's favorites, refined sketch
producers.. '

Tre Three Rosebuds" three very pretty
.girls, and Phll.A. Ott, will' present "The
Flrst Lesson," a comedy slcetch ln which
the'quartette wlll be glyen amopportunlty
tb do a clever-lot dtspecialty.work. Mr.'
:Ott was joint star with his brother Joe,
anaHRlchmonders:.-'laiow'him. ,He Is a

clever dancer ahd-a Vtop-riotch; eccentrle
comedian. ThevRosebuds",arer-sparkllrig
comedlehnes' and 'wlll '"makeMrlends; ? Al
Fteld^and Fred Wardy 'orIginal-comedians,
are clever ln theirvwbrk arid:are ln de¬
mand at all .-.tre vaudeville theatres. The

duo do a lot of joKlng-ahdsins" origlnal
parodles. Another feature wili:'be-the
act of rthe:"6ariplre':.Opmedy Foiir.Messrs,
Hanvey, fWilbur, .Coolfey" and Fuller, who
do one of the Bestsinglns acts in vaude¬
ville. Ttfe novelty- number ot the pro¬
gramme^ has been placed ln the bands of
Tom and Sadle" MoMahoh, who.will- put
on- a unlqtie act. The. couple: do artlstlo
arid- refined 'poslng,- IntroducIngV ancient.
;'aria*#toeim''v'::statoa^:"aria'-vEelil£v;McIntyr.e'^
latest'ro0medy creatlon; ^'A.S'r^etor'sjjPa-

nierice'''.¦-liiiwhlc'a^^^^'a^'i'ii?^'-*^VjOTecIait^f^riotheK"^^
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charming little actress, Daisy Golden.
The bill is certainly as strong as could

be made ar.d that the Bijou wili enjoy
a big business is almost assured.
Aside from the regular matinees and

night performances. there will be a s[1
cial matinee Friday, Gen. Lee's birtrday.

'J'heatrical Amiisetiients
Seabrooko has rejoincd "Tlie Round-

ers."
Lisle Leigh is In the east of "Mile.

FiU."
i'anny Rice is to appear in Rosina

Vokes' plays.
F.daa May is to ='.ar in an opera en¬

titled "An Anicricdii BeaJty."
Tini Murphy ts to show Xew York

"The Carpet Bagger" on March 5th.
Vernona .farbeva head^d KosU-r & Bial's

bill iast week. I
. Kdwin ijicvjiis is to'appear in 'll:.irts
ate Tru*r>p=."
Lederer'.- new prodti'Jtwn is to le call¬

ed "The Casinu Girl."
"The Cuckoo" is dei-.l. "The Sporting

Duehess' " enl is also nt-jr.

"Datius Green" :s :li-.? title of a now

melodrama ">y O.ivii Kigi'iis.
Bl.'.:i--":i Wal.-sh deiivors a iecl'.'.re in ihe

tewns ln which ^h-j is playing.
' In Juiii Arthur's produetnn of "Romeo
and Julict," Frederick Ilartly is tho

| At Washington. Trvin- drew $12.t<a0. Tha
theatre's capacity for the week was $24,-
oou.
"The Childien of the Glietto" Company,

I' headed by Wilton Laekaye. be^ui us neu

season at Troy last K*i
Frank Sheppard, of Wood and Sheppard.

. musical comedians, died in London. on

I Beeember 2b He leaves a widow.
i known on the stage as Sadie Kirby.
j "Thc Greatest Thing in the World." in
l which Sa'rali Cowell Le Moyne and Fiv.l-
! erick de Beilevllle will appear, will bo
I produc-cl on i-'e'ortiary _tr.li.
j _Fay Twnpleton, Otis Harlan, Joy Ott,
j Icaiene Cotton. Lev.- Ciaimons and A'.lc-e

; Johnson ar« in the east of "Broadwav
of Tokio," which will be t rodticed in Xew
Yoik to-morrow night.
.Tlie populat'.cn cf llaly is S.COO.OOO less

than tlie popuiation ot" France, but Itaiy
has more theatres than France and twlce
as many as Great Britaitt. though tha

popuiation of Great Britain is fully 3,</«o,-
Cvj larger than that ot" Italy.
-Adelir.a Patti will slng and the Duch-

e«s of Marlborough will recite at the
¦Marchinoss of Lansdowne's benetlt tor

British soldiers' widrows. an.l orphan.3
to be given at Convent Ga'rdcn. London,
on Feburary 22nd.

.,,.,,

..For Uie curious in such mattcr» u

.nav he htre iwinted out that among

London pantomimes which will greet the

year ll*-'.> are sev.-Jn on the sub.tect of
"D'c-k Whittliigtoii," four on "Cindereha"
thr^e on -Slnbad." four on "Babes ln tne

XXocC- " two on "Puss in -Boots" and one

each on "The Forty Thieves," "Roblnson
Cru«o" "Goodv Two Shoes." and 'Jack

nniTtte Eeanstalk." It is seldom that De-

i-o-s hero ls so scantily treated in thU

eotmection.-Lor.don Letter in Dramatic

"-Jpapinto closed her engagements- ln

Kan«as Citv and Omaha. with great suc-

ces«. and left Omaha on TJecember ..rd

for her ranch. in California, where s.13

arrived December ffith. She is taking a

much-nead.d rest. driving her trotttr*

around the coun ry, visiting many of the

noted stock ranehes and scemg ihe break-
ing of her yearlings, which are en.ered
for all the big stakes in California for

1<;00 and 1902. She will ocen at the Or-

pheum. in San Francisco, for four weeks.
commencing January 14th, with Lo_

'Vi'gfles to follow, for throe wee«cs.

Tiie power of the pns- .1=" not easlly

exaggerated. Paragraphs all over the

country, for a solid year. assured fever¬
ish. attention to Maude Adams' Julet.
Any item about the Intentions of Mr.
I-'rohman is eagerly quoted everywhere.
If he produced the worst piay *ver seen.

it would not reccive the abuse heaped
upon Mr. Zangwill's powerful drama.
If he produced Griffith Dav-r.iport, tte
criUcs would shake themseU-es into alert-
ness for its good noints, y.-h;rcas for
Mr. Herne they express tlie sutTerias?*
caused by what tfcey deemed its dulness.

I X'ow, the Xew York papers are. seen by
I perhaps 12,000.000 people. including tne
newspaper men all over the. country. A

I svndicate attraction is put into; Xew York
'
just as soon as it has been ,"tri|»d Cn the
dog." It then becomes known through
the land. A non-syndtcate production.
like Arizona, may have to wait a year or

more before.it can get into New Y'ork at
all. and until it does it loses tbe Immense
help of the Xew York. press. Your man
in Troy, with a salary of S"12 a week, 13
the type of the theatre-goer through the

I country. If he has three" 'shows' to
choose from during- a certain week. he

I sperids his dollar bn the one be has heard
I of. He would have heard of ..The ChrisT
j tian" even had lt. never .been ln Xew
York. but "Arizona." -Griffith Daveri-

I port" and "Tbe Royal Box" .would be
I playing.a'dangerbus game.to.go to such
towns before a Xew York ruii had made
the, idea of thein. famlliar. They wou'd

| bef. deserted for. the .famll'ar names..

| Normah Hapgood, .'in '.; International
j Monthly. ; '

'* -":
j .ra."iel Sully seems to rtave scored
i tho greatest sneenss of his career in hla
! ne-vf-^lty. "Tbe JPascfh Priest-.**-by Dan-
! iel Ix ITart." It is a decided novelty, ac-

.:.' corflintr to tlie< newspaipor report*- .tr.-.m
the various cities Where it "has'been pro-i
ducfed." Old-'nieithbds are" tbtwro aslde
in':the'play's construction. and," despito
the; title. tbe 'nelisious ¦:. elemcnr^'does. -not
creep ln. Ther« Isixomedy in ahnndance;
ard*"Futher- "Whalen ;is -^a .characterJ,{ri-
which'hiimor. ands"pa,ttbs."are-:dcUsbthiIrjri

J^interrninpled; anatgives Mr;-liSiilly" o'ppor-
f tunltles for dlsolay^of;\hls\vers^tUftv^flt
} i.-t>aii American^'play^ .picJtttrfhgHlfailnvthee

IN THE DAYS
OF DUELL1NG

When an Affair d'Honneur Was An

Every Day Occurrence.

RELICS OF THE AGE OF CHIVALRY

Tho Story or a Dnel "Wliich. Was Never

FouclU Owius to tlie Couversion of

One of tbe Principals to His

Oppouents V icif.

It happened in the diys v-hen. if knight-
hood was not in flower. dueiling, that

relic of the age of chivairy, was ln full

bloom, and an afXairo d'honneur was a:i

occasion wliich created no excitement out¬
side of the iminediate circle of those con-

cerned aud' was forgotten as soon ai an¬

other occurred, which was never a long
time. Harry MacDonald, about twenty-
five years of age, handsome, of fine phy-
skiue, debonaire and u. great favorite with
the girls, strolled 11 to the ball room, and,
aftei- glancing around, made his way to

the far corner, wnero there was a gicup
of" his owu coterie, the center oi v.-'nien
was a beautiful girl with large dark-
brown eyes and for whom he was sus-

pected to have a lasting affection of the
kind that brooks no opposition, Xo one

bat tho beautiful girl herself knew

whether this were true <;r not, for Hector
MacDonald had reached, iooner than

most men, the knowiedge that cae's se-

crets are best kept to one's aelf and that
tae is the best ueposlwry of all letters
except reeeipted bills.

WARMLY AVEL,CO.M3"*I>.
Hteabeth, that waa. her name, gave him

her pretty hand to shake while the rest

of the party greeted him warmiy and
made a place for him in the circle.
"What made you so late?" a half dozen

voices asked at once, "and when did you
get back?"
Me had been to what now-a-days we

call a house-party, and. as there was a

fox-chase arranged for the day before. he
Iiad decided to stay over for it.
"Tell us all about it.-' "Who got the

brush?" "Who rode Kitty?" and a dozen
more questions were fired at him slmui-
taneously.
He was a good talker and the chase had

been an exciting une. The musicians were

out for a drink and the crowd of listen-
ers increased until there were twenty-tive
or thirty as MacDonald finished his story.
Watkins, a large, powerfully-built fellow
from Boston. who was also enaraored of
Miss Elizabeth and who was out of hu-
mor at the evident interest she displayed
in Mac-Donald's story, broke the silenee
by remarking loud enough to be heard
by everyone present: "Tou don't expect
me to believe that do you?" .

A QLTCK REPLY.
The reply came quick, but in a cool

tone, which boded no good. "L'ntil you
spoke, I was not even aware of your
existence, so can not be expected to have
made any calculations as to what you
would or would not believe. It ls a mat¬
ter of utter indlfference to me whether
you believe my story or not so lonz a^

you keep your opinion to yourself, but
gentlemen don't quarrel before ladies. I
can .be found at the club or this ad¬
dress at any time you may wish to ques¬
tion the truth of m>; statements. Miss
Elizabeth may I have'this dance?" and he
whirled off apparently in the best of
humor.
Those who know Elm, though. saw that

there was trouble .in the wind.
Harry MacDonald went home with hi3

sweetheart that night and she tried to
exact a promise that he would not light.
But he would only say that he would
have to fight unles's Watkins showed the
white feather, and he didn't think he
would.
The next evening he strolled Into the

club and found Watkins there. Golng up
to him he said: "I would like to know if
you believe my story now." Watkins.
who had been told he was about to en-

counter a man who was as game as could!
be found, answered: "As well as lt I had
seen it with my own eyes."

NEWS OFTHERAILROADS.
Fittins Up Offices of the C. & O. I5ei»S

Uapitlly Done.
The Chesapeake and Ohio offices are

ra-pidly being put in most comfortable
condition, and the worlc ot iitting- them
up is going steadily on.
For some time a force ot" workmen ha3

been kept busy wiring the Glayo buiiding
for electric lights, and the buiiding of
partitiens. seperatmg the various offices.
Most of the partition3 have been con-

structed, and are now being treated to
a coat ot stain and varnish. The offices
cccupied by Car Service Agent. George S.
SIpo and .General Superintendent Doyle
have been thoroughly renovated and ex-

tenslve Improvement3 are belnff made in
Mr.' Sipp's" quarters.
The work of renovating the Pace Block

Is golng rapidly on, and when the pro-
p'-sed Improvements have been completed
the old buiiding wlll be thoroughly mod¬
ern in every respect. An e'.evator will be

put In'and fire-proof vaults built, beslde
the^reaarrangement of the offices.
The'work ls belns carried on under the

supervlsion of Contnctor Chesterman.
A meeting wa3 held Friday to con-

.»lder the proposals that have been offered
to the t*esapeake and Ohio "Railway Com-

¦ pany to occtspy other qnaarters.
No deftmte action was taken. as anoth¬

er conference wlll *be. held to-morrow.

PASSED EXAMINATION , ;
Lieutenant Cbnrles B. Xayiolr. ofThte

City, Merts \VithSacc«,*C
Some time ago "Sir. Charles B. Taylor,

son ot Captain Charles F. Taylor. o£ tlu>
city. was 'dealgna^ed ^by ;tl». Prealdent
as secona-lleutenaht. In Uie "CWtea State*
marine cdrps. .- There were;onljpitortjr
such omcers£"'and -Mr. .Taylo^ai. selectloa
was a. great-honor to:Ylrgtalar-a. Demo^
;cratlc.'State.-yMh':X-:'-.',:.".:-r ¦::^>;V'Wd'iT-"~
l' Ca-ptain.Tayftir.yesterday attecnoon>re-
celvea j^foHow*i^'teIesram._^;-Ingtanil* s';v '.".^-P;^^f-"-K^'0''S^>3 >lv;J$&
%'pMseoidsB'ccesitoliyJ^^^Tn'iordeSfiinfforo
^giimah^ttjo^ym^tm^g^

/ASK POR THC

FOR MEN

Sold onlyhy

607 Easf: Broad Street

SIXTY STYLES.
ALL WIDTHS.

FromAtoEE.'

A perfect mouth wash. A large bot¬
tle, a small price.
T. A. MILLER, 519 E. Broad St.

Th®

Prudential
Banking and
Trust Company,

1103 EAST MAIN STREET.

IHVESTMENTS
Interest paid
On Deposits.

Loans Made on

Real Estate, and

Other Approved Seeurities.
T. A. WELLER, Pres't
A. R. TATUM, V. Pres.

GEO. £. S1YLL Sec'tv.

cxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxo

Cboice Gifts
forNew-Year.

The largest, most dis-
tinctive and desirable
stock of

D1AM0NDS.
WATCHES,
JEWELRYand

SJLVERtfARE
that we havo ever ex-
hibited- Shoppers will
therefore find lt decid¬
edly to their advantage
to visit this store bs-
fore making pur-
chases.

LOWER PRICES
than ours for the same
qualities you qatinot
find.

THENOWLAHGO.
921 t\St MAKSIREEI- :
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